
Key Ideas: Static Electricity, Attraction and Repulsion 

 

Target Grade: 3rd  

 

Duration: 30 minutes 

 

Materials: Balloons for entire class, string, magnets (optional) 

 

Thought Provoking Questions: What happens when you rub the balloon on things? 

How can balloons stick to the wall? What else can you get the balloon to do? What is 

happening to the balloons on the strings? 

 

Procedures: 

1. Hand out balloons to students or groups of students and allow the time to 

investigate the properties of the balloons. Ask them what they can get the 

balloon to do around the classroom.  

2. After 10 minutes of this free exploration, gather the class back together and 

regain their focus to you. 

3. Attach 2 balloons to strings and suspend them near each other, charge one 

and leave the other uncharged. Demonstrate to the students the balloons 

attraction to one another, and then charge the other to show repulsion and 

explain the concepts of charge, attraction, and repulsion. (This should take 

about 15 minutes)  

4. If you wish to take this a step farther, you can take the idea of polarization 

farther by relating the balloons to the opposite ends of the magnet.  

5. During the last 5 minutes, review the ideas with the students by asking them 

to recall what has been discussed. Consider using other visual 

demonstrations such as writing on the board. Enlist the help of students to 

recreate what has been discussed; to be sure they grasp the concepts.  

 

Potential Challenges: Regaining the attention of students after letting them free to 

explore could be a challenge, but by having attention grabbers that the students 

know and use they can quickly find their seats. Another method might be setting a 

timer so when the students hear the alarm they know to come back together. Also, 

being sure all students are grasping the ideas is a challenge with every lesson, be 

sure to assess students’ understanding and adjust the lesson as needed.  

 

Adjusting for other ages: Older and more mature students will likely be able to take 

the material farther, consider having an additional activity as well as a worksheet 

where they can work with the vocabulary. 


