
Objective: SWBAT identify that there are two different poles in magnets. 

Materials:  

• Magnets with clearly labeled poles 

• Materials that are attracted to magnets (e.g., metal) 

• Materials that are not attracted to magnets (e.g., plastic, wood, etc.) 

• Empty KWL chart 

• Markers 

Method: 

• Find out how much students already know about magnets 

o Short discussion with leading questions – 5 mins (info to be recorded in 

KWL chart) 

� Where have you seen magnets before? 

• Expected answers include on the fridge, on cars, etc. 

� What do magnets do? 

• Expected answers include “they ‘stick’ to things.” 

� Do magnets “stick” to everything? 

• Expected answer: no 

� What don’t magnets “stick” to? 

• Expected answers include wood, plastic, etc. 

� What other observations have you made about magnets? 

� What questions do you have about magnets? 

• Let students investigate on their own with magnets and different materials – 10 – 

15 mins 



o Give each student a magnet 

o Give each table materials that are affected by magnets (i.e., metal) and 

materials that are not affected by magnets (i.e., wood, plastic). 

o Have each table make groups of things that are, and things that are not 

affected by magnets; also, have them make a list of questions they may 

still have. 

o After each group has made groups and formulated questions, have a group 

discussion about what everyone saw and record in KWL chart. 

� Students will hopefully notice that magnets only affect certain 

materials. 

• After students have a pretty good understanding of how magnets react with other 

materials, let them play around with magnets on their own – 5-10 mins 

o Students should each be given another magnet and told to see how the two 

magnets interact with each other. 

� While they are doing so, they should record any observations or 

questions they have in their journals. 

� Tell students to pay attention to the two different ends of the 

magnets while they are making observations. 

• After students have made observations about how the magnets interact with each 

other, have a concluding class discussion and record in KWL chart – 10 mins 

o Guide discussion with leading questions: 

� What did everyone see when they were playing with their 

magnets? 



• Expected answers include “they were attracted to each 

other”, “sometimes they repelled each other”, etc. 

o Not with such high vocabulary 

� How did two similar (same color) ends act towards each other? 

• Expected answer: “they repelled” 

� How did two different (different colors) ends act towards each 

other? 

• Expected answer: “they attracted” 

� Do you think the two ends are different? Why? What observations 

did you make to support this? 

• Expected answer: “yes, because they act differently with 

each other”, or something along those lines 

o Tell students to record the information I put up on the board in their 

journals 

� There are two different poles in magnets – a north pole, and a 

south pole 

• When the magnets are put together, like ends repel, or push 

away, from each other; different ends attract, or pull 

towards, each other. 

• Every magnet, no matter how small, as a north pole and a 

south pole. 

o Ask students if they have any questions, and answer them 



o Ask students to briefly summarize what they have learned in today’s 

lesson about magnets. 

� Answers should include: 

• Magnets react differently with different kinds of materials 

• Magnets have two different poles – a north and a south pole 

• Like poles repel 

• Unlike poles attract 

 


