
 

Magnetism 

 

For this lesson plan, you will need to split the kids up into smaller groups of three or four. Each 

group needs a big magnet and many other magnetic and non-magnetic objects. These objects should be 

things such as nuts, bolts, paperclips, old DVD’s, aluminum foil, small metal balls, and anything else that 

the students can find around the room. The students should first list each object. Then they should write 

down noticeable characteristics of each object. These should be things such as color, weight, and 

anything else they can visibly see on the object. Next, the students should go through each object and 

say whether or not they think they will be magnetic or not. Once they decide this, they should state why 

they think they will or will not be magnetic. After thinking about it themselves, they should discuss with 

their group members. If they are all in agreement, that’s great. If not, they should see who differs and 

try to talk it out. They should see if they can all come to an agreement for as to why an object should or 

should not be magnetic. After this, the students can finally test their hypotheses. They should go 

through each object and write down if it is magnetic or not. Then they should go back and see how they 

did with their guesses. If they got any wrong, they should think about and write down why they think 

they got the answer wrong. After that, the whole class should get back together. As an entire group, we 

will go over which objects were magnetic and which ones were not. Then, as a whole class, we will 

discuss why we think that is. This is good because different groups probably came up with different 

reasons for the magnetism. After this, each group will clean up their stations. 

 


