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Overview 

Exploring magnets and the attractions of different materials to the magnets. 

Objectives 

After completing this activity students will be able to: 

• Identify the types of materials that are attracted by magnets. 

• Identify the types of materials that are not attracted by magnets. 

• Discuss in a group their findings during the activity. 

Activities 

This activity consists of the students exploring magnets. Whether or not 

magnets are attracted to various materials and what those materials may be. 
The students should be able to identify a specific material that the magnets 
attract.  

1. Start the activity by asking the students to share what they know about 

magnets: i.e. what they look like, feel like, different uses for magnets, 

etc. (5 min) 
2. Separate the students into groups of four and have them start 

exploring how the magnets react to one another. Feel free to 

demonstrate how the magnets react if necessary. (5-7 min) 

3. Circulate throughout the classroom to monitor progress and assess 
their interaction in small groups. 

4. Now, pass out the boxes of objects and the worksheets. Explain 
and/or demonstrate how to fill out the worksheet if students are 
unsure. Have the students explore the attraction between the magnets 
and the various objects. Have the students document their findings on 

the work sheet.  (10 min) 
5. Circulate throughout the classroom to monitor the progress of the 

students and keep them motivated with the activity. Help with 

identifying the various objects and their make up. 
6. With the remaining time left in the activity, discuss as a class what it is 

that the students observed and learned about magnets and the 
materials that they attract. Document the findings on the board as they 

are discussed. (Remaining time) 

Adaptations 

If more time is available the students could explore the interaction between the 
magnets and different objects in the classroom. 

Evaluation 

Observation 

 

Materials 

• 5 sets of three different size 

magnets. 

• 5 boxes containing three objects 

made of steel, two objects made 

of aluminum, a piece of paper, 

some cloth, 2 objects made of 

plastic, and one object made of 

glass. 

• 20 worksheets for the students to 

record their findings. 

 


